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ohn Batſon, Eſq; 


$4K, ” 
HEN I bad once en- 
tertain d a Thought of 
Publiſhing the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, I had no room C 
„ fludy to whom T ſhou'd De- þ 


licate it. I had this readily 
0 determin my Choice, that, 
as T hop'd to find you a favou- 
rable Judge of its Defefts 

A 2 through- 


1V 


The Devicarion 


throughout, 0 I knew no oe 
that 15 a more capable Judge 
of the Truth of that Part 
it, which relates to the pre- 
ſent unhappy State of Religi. 
on in Aſia: Eaſily, J gueſt 
with what Concern, a Gentle- 
man that has ſo true a Seuſe 
of Chriftzamty, ſaw ſo man), 
once Chriſtian Countries, nie 
become Slaves to the Mabo- 
metan Impoſture; an Empo- f 
ſture, which at it had its] 
Date and Encouragement from! 
the Corruptions of the Faith 
in the Oriental Churches, 11 
it ſeems to have been permui- 
red by Heaven, to have that 
pernicions Succeſs, to be « 
Scourge) 


Te DEDICAT ION. 
I Scourge and a Puni ſhment to 
them. 
i I muſt, deſervedly, give 
J every true Chriſtian, an Ab. 
„ Þ borrence of ſuch Free-think- 
Ji ing, to think what Deſtru- 
I ton it then brought upon 
I the Earth. And that it will, 
J where it prevails, always 
bade ſome, not unlike, Cyn- 
ho. ſequences, we may rationally 
no Pre ſage. But had our Mo- 
dern Antitrinitarians an A, 
J ſuwance of Impunity in this 
Life, they cannot, 1 preſume, 
be ſure that they do not mcur 
the dreadful Guilt, of ſin- 
ning againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, as welt as of De- 


nyin 8 


vi 


| 4 14 
urls: ble, 


one that continues ſtedfaſt in 


relapſe into Infidelity, under 0 
all the Advantages and Cn. ; 


The Dtpicairtrion. 1 
nying Chrilt before _ 
Crimes, which ſeem to 147 
# far upou the Level, as "ol ww” 
be, in the Goſpel Account, " i 
like invelathibls. / ery af] 1 * 
niſhing is it, in the mean 
Time, "a 70 have 10 worſe] Jt 
Efe apon their own and the 
Church's Wellfare) that 4. , 5 
ny who profeſs the Golpel,] 
ſhould complement a ſincere} 
Muſſulman, with an equal 
Share of God's Þ avour, with| 


his Chriſtian Eelief. 
How ready foever ſuch 


Men, 10 their lifamy, are to my 


hi 


vicliuns 


I The DEDICAT ION. 

” $:40us of Revelation: It is 
Ir juſt Praiſe, Sir, that you 
| FF ſo firmly kept the Faith, 
Wrrough ſo many Tears Refe- 
Ience and Comerſation with 


eat 
mm ntidels. It was your great 
5 hd appineſs, that you were ſo 


arly Inſtituted in the Prin- 
iples of True Religion; but 
is your greater Virtue, that 
n have ſtill retain'd them, 
| ufſeffed by that Variety if 
Feign Errors, which 0 
ade un ſetled, if not per der- 


ade herein made the only 


Fach! 18 good: Would thoſe 
Who 


a 


4 a Mind, leſs reſolute. Tu 


Wi: Ufe of proving all 
Things, by holding faſt that 


viii The DEDICAT ION. 


who value themſelves ſo much 
in being ENQUIRE&s, zmpars 
tially pur ſue the ſame Rule) 
we ſhould be ſi far from has 
ing any Apprehenſions fron 
the Growth of Hereſy uf 
Schiſm, that we ſhould 4% 
happily freed from the ver] 7 6 
Names of both: A Bleſſmg 4 


which no one more ee . 
0 ſhes for, than 

F! 

SIR, [ 

| whet 

Your Obliged, Ine 

f to t. 

cou'c 

and very as 5 

| | ate 


not N 
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Romans, XI. 21. 


If God ſpared not the Natural 
Branches, take Heed leſt he 
alſo (pare not Thee. 


HAT all Scripture is profita- 
ble for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction and Inſtructi- 
tion in Righteouſneſs, is, elſe- 

e Aſſertion of our Apoſtle, and 
the Declared End of its being Publiſb d 
to the World, The whole Creation 
cou'd no way have been warrantably 
accounted for by us, either as to the 
Date or Manner of it's Original, had 
not Moſes in the Hiſtory of Geneſis, given 


int, us that Authentic Specimen of Natural 
Philoſophy. Wide might we have wan- 
dred in our Conjectures, and in vain 

have 


B 


2 Tin. iii. 


Rom. xy. 


(33 
have wrack'd our Heads, to prove whence 
we had our Exiſtence, had not that 
God, who inſpired Breath into the firſt | 
Man, afterwards inſpired into the Holy 
Penman, the Knowledge of what had | 
been Tranſated ſo many Centuries 
before. 


As much at a loſs muſt we have been, 
how we might acceptably worſhip our | 
Maker, had not He, who in Times paſt, | 
ſpoke by the Prophets, and in theſe laſt Days, | 
by his Son, vouchſaf'd to us his reveal. | 
ed Will, as an unerring Directory of 
our Faith and Practice. Since then Man- 
kind had otherwiſe been ſo wretchedly | 
in the Dark, both whence they derivd Ne 
their Lives, and how they ought to lead | 
them, there is no one who has Modeſty | 
enough to own his Ignorance, or Reli- 
gion enough to deſire to learn his Duty, 
but muſt be ſenſible how neceſlary 4 
due Enquiry into thoſe Liveh Oracles, is N e 


to give him true Underſianding and Know- ¶ wor 
leape. 


| Now as the Preceptive Part of the {Be 
Scriptures was written for our Lecrning, {a 
being accommodated to teachus the Prin- M: 
ciples of true Piety, and to ſhew to Man WW» 7 
what is good, and what God requires of Wi: 
| im: 


E $3 


tence I him: So were the Hiſtorical Paſſages writ- 


that WY ten for our Example, ſo far as to acquaint 
firſt us, with the different Iſſues of Virtue 
Holy and Vice, from God's different Beha- 
had WI viour towards thoſe that practis d them. 


The general Deſign of the whole, was 
to be a Guide and Rule of our moral 
Conduct, and conſequently every Occur- 

T rence therein mentioned, ought to have 
our a proper Weight and Influence upon all 
paſt, I thoſe to whoſe Caſe it is applicable. When 
Day, therefore we read of a particular Perſon 
veal- or Nation, remarkable for Characters of 
ry of © true Religion, and highly fa vour d of 
Man- Cod, as ſuch; we are not to look up- 
nedly on this, as a Narrative recorded only to 
erivd entertain our Curioſity, but encourage 
lead our Sfamewrs. On the other Hand, 
deſty W when we find a People therein diſtin- 
Reli- guiſh'd by Marks of Impiety of any kind, 
Duty, and made memorable by their Exam- 


ary 4 Wplary Puniſhment, tis no Queſtion, that 


es, is Me ought to avoid their Crimes as we 
no- wou'd their Fate. 


Tris is the known Uſe, which our 
f the {Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, have 
rning, made of God's former Dealings with 
Prin- Mankind; well knowing, that nothing 
Man s a ſtronger Incitement to an Holy Lite, 
res of I than a Repreſentation of the Bieſſings 
him: B 2 that 


Jmitat LO ; 


[4] 


that have attended thoſe that have been 
eminent for it; and no more effectual 
Diſſuaſive from Irreligion, than to ſet 3 
before Men the Infamy and Unhappi. 
neſs that uſually purſue it. Agreeably to 
the latter of theſe, St. Paul, in this E. 
piſtle, gives the Romans this ſeaſonable 
Admonition. e 


take 
Thee. 


TAHESE Words carrying in them an 
_ Earneſt and plain-dealing Freedom, na- 
- turally lead back our Thoughts to the 
It ſeems evident from the } 
whole Tenor of the Context, that the | 
Crentile-Converts had been too much Ex- 
alted upon a vain Preſumption and Con- 
ceit, that God had abſolutely caſt off I. 
rae], and admitted themſelves into his 
good Graces in their ſtead. The Apoſtle 
does indeed, confeſs that Blindneſs had 
happen d in Part unto Iſrael, and that many 


Occaſion. 


of them had ſtumbled and fell. Not 
that this wou'd, in the leaſt juſtify 


thoſe of the Uncircumciſion in inſulting | 


them; fince their Advantage Was, in 
. 4 great 


4 gr. 
miſc; 
com 
whe! 


N 


milit 


I leaſt. 
F the ( 
: 220 it v 
Tf God ſpared not the Natural Branches, 
Hced leſs he ſpare not 


time 
Fatn 
deſp 
Ren 
hut 

to C 
but 
2 
thet 
boa 
do 
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dith 
Cat 
hig 


been 
actual 
0 ſet | 
appi- 
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LF] 
1 great meaſure, owing to the Jews 
miſcarriage ; and that, at beſt, they were, 
comparativly, but the Wild-Olive-Tree, 
whereas theſe were the true one. 


Now, to carry on the Apoſtle's Si- 
militude, it wou'd be very ungrateful, at 
leaſt, for an Exotic Branch to ſet at nought 
the Cenuin ones of that Stock into which 
it was engrafted ; when, at the ſame 
time, it was ſupported by the Juice and 
Fatneſs of the Tree, whoſe Branches it 
deſpiſed. And if thou doſt boaſt, ſays he, 


Remember that thou beareſt not the Root, V. 18. 


but the Root thee. Sufficient were this 
to check the Vanity of thoſe Aſſumers; 
but the Apoſtle to give them an yet more 
bumbling Senſe of their own State, puts 
them in mind, that whilſt they were 
boaſting againſt their Brethren, they wou'd 
do well to look to themſelves ; and in- 
ſtead of triumphing over the laps'd Con- 
dition of the Jews, they ſhoud take 
Care of their own Standing. Be not 
bigh-minded, adds he, but fear. 


For 


61 


For if God ſpared not the Natura Y afior 
Branches, take Need left be alſo ſpare WY hve 
not Thee: N tteir 
miſt 

of t 


revo] 
mag 
they 
wor 


feſſio 


T Is Charge then, tho immediatly | 
directed to the Gentile Proſelytes to 
Chriſtianity, then in Rome, was undoub- 
tedly deſigned as a laſting Caution to all | 
Chriſtians, (thoſe of Gentile Extraction 
eſpecially) throughout the World. As the N with 
Admonition is founded upon God's re- N ih 
markable Rejection of the unbelieving Mud! 
Jews, I ſhall, in the Order of the Text, bey 
conſider, _ 0/7 

t ö Den 


1. How God puniſd thoſe Natural | 


= V 

Branches for their Infidelity. aid 
Ind 

3 . Han. 
2. How far he may think fit not to were 
ſpare any Chriſtian Nation pon ihe Wpron 
like Misbehawiour, and por 
"POOR OE P 
they 

z. How far it concerns us to take Heed Fquel 
that we be not chargable upon the | 0 
rea 


like Article. EE 
| N OW 


1 


Now for the firſt of theſe; the Oc- 
caſions of Complaint againſt the Jews 
hve a Date almoſt as early as that of 
their being a People. The Royal Pſal- 
miſt gives us ſuch a View and Hiſtory 
of their froward, unmanageable and 


tural ö 


ſpare 


tatly 


revolting Diſpoſition, that, one wou'd 
s to ¶ imagin the Canaanites themſelves whom 
oub- ¶ they were to expel, cou'd ſcarce ſhew a 
to all Nworſe. Let us hear his pathetic Con- 
ion Wl ſeſſion to this Purpoſe, We have ſinned Pl. 156. 
is the N with hur Fathers we have committed Ini- © 
s re- Nit, we have done wickedly. Our Fathers 
ving WM wderſtood not thy Wonders in Agypt ; 
Text, Why remember not the Multitude of thy 


Mercies, but were diſobedient at the Sea, 
even at the Red-Sea 


tural MW Many a time, and as many Ways 
dd they tempt the Holy One of Iſrael, 
Ind even force him to lay his heavy 
Hand upon them. At one Time, they 
ot to Were impatient, till they might ſee their 
n the fromis'd Land; at another, they thought 
(corn of it. Let their Thirſt be reliev'd 
dy a Fountain ſtruck out of the Rock ; 
hey do, notwithſtanding, immediately 
Queſtion, whether God had any other 
Miracle in reſerve, whereby he can give 
bread alſo, or provide Fleſh for his Peo- 


ple; 


Heed 


4 the | 


N OW 


* 


Diet; but the next, fit only to be loath'd 
How oft did they provoke God in thi 


ſert? Whilſt they were terrify'd with thi 


Mount Sinai, they were God's moſt ol 


oft, of ſetting up a falſe one. Accord 


ple; in Want they were clamorous, ad 


pear before him, it was Iniquity, c 


[5] 


in Plenty, unſatisfy'd. One Day, Quail 
and Manna were with them heavenly 


Wilderneſs, and grieve him in the Dg 
Noiſe of Thundering and Lightning 4 


dient Servants : All the Words which il 
Lord hath ſaid, we will do; but betonf: 
Moſes had been Forty Days abſent frog 
them, they chang'd the Glory of the ii 
corruptible God, into the degrading || 
, IS 


_ Ne1THER under their Judges nc 
Kings; under the Tabernacle nor Ten 
ple, could they forbear giving ſome ut 
happy Proof of their perverſe and back 
ſliding Temper. Sometimes they we 
guilty of a total Neglect of Worſhip, an 


ingly we hear one Prophet 1 — 5 
that they ſuffer d God's Houſe to lie wa 
and another, declaring from the Mouth, 
of God, that when they came to 2] 


their ſolemn Meeting, Theſe were fuc 
Characters of Impiety and Corruption, i 
| 5 mad 


IF] 
made even Long-ſuffering itſelf weary to 
bear them. 


US, an 


„Quai | 


eavenly | 

oY Bur as the Words of the Text have 
the H more direct and ſpecial Reference to 
vith oil the Jews Behaviour after the Publica- 
-ning F tion of the Goppel, it will be requiſite 
0ſt conſider them under that view. And 
Hieb of here our Aſtoniſhment cannot but riſe in 


Proportion to their Exceſs of Folly and 
nvincible Peryerſeneſs. It muſt deſer- 
vedly be eſteem'd the Extremity of 
Phrenzy and Diſtraction, for a Captive 
to diſdain offer d Liberty; for an indi- 
gent Perſon to deſpiſe Relief, and for 
one that is in Danger of periſhing, to do 
Violence to that charitable Hand, that 
hall come on purpoſe to ſave him. Such 
Conduct ſtands condemn'd by the ge- 
neral Vote of Mankind upon all the Max- 
ins of Gratitude, as well as the com- 
mon Principles of Self- preſer vation. 


t betorl 
nt iron 
f the i 


ding 


ges NC 
xr Tent 
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| Now this, as unnatural as it ſeems, 
was the Caſe of that faithleſs and ſtub- 
born Generation, through the whole 
Courſe of our Saviour's Miniſtry ; not- 
withſtanding they could not but confeſs, 
nat never Man ſpake like this Man, and 
hat no one could do the Works which he 
lid, except God were with him, Tis 

C true 


Joh. 6, 


[ 10] 


true, there were not wanting ſome of 
them, who had ſo much Religion, as to I in tl 
own that this was the Chriſt, and ſo much Y 

Integrity as to abide with him in his Af. N 
fliffions : But what were they among o nec 
many, who diſown'd, vility'd, and evil. ¶ wed 
entreated him? Yo it 


VARIOUS were the Teſtimonies MW ding 
which he produc'd to confirm his Miſſion, ¶ brou 
and theſe with ſuch a ſtrength of Evi MReal 
dence as they themſelves were not able MW Lift 
to gain. ſay, and, one would think, ſhould My [7 
not be willing to reſiſt. Had God pto- N King 
mis d to give Salvation to Zion, and to Nneve 
ſend Redemption to his People Iſrael? Nothei 
And did they expect that the Meſſial, Win it 
who was to do this, ſhould come with 
all demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power! 
This they found ſtrictly fulfill'd by the 
Bleſſed Feſus. What Prophecy was there 
of their great Deliverer, that was not 
verify d in him 2 Or what good Office 
could the greateſt Benefactor perform, 
which Chriſt did not, or would not have 
done for them? He gave them Ga 
true Bread from Heaven, of which what 
their boaſted Moſes fed them with, was 
but a Type. He healed their Diſeaſes, 
cured all manner of Infirmities, and ion 

rayy 


1 


e of MI rally accompliſh'd all that was contain d 
s to in that celebrated Prediction. Iſa, 61. 1. 


No w, as nothing could be more Be- 
neficial than this, to Men that ſtood in 
need of all thoſe Bleſſings and Aſſiſtances, 
ſo it might have been expected that ac- 
ceptable would have been ſuch glad Ti- 
dings, and welcome the Feet of him that 
brought them. Now, if ever, had they 
- MW kealon to 1 * their holy Pſalmiſt, 

Lit up your Heads, O ye Gates, and be Pl. 24. 
hould Ny lifted up ye everlaſiing Doors, that the 
pro- King of Glory may come in. But let Chriſt 
nd to Wrever ſo often open the Eyes of the Blind, 

Iſrael? others would not fee the Finger of God 
leſfiah, Win it: And whatever Signs and Tokens 

Whe gave of his Authority, they did, 
greater Wonder, refuſe to acknow- 
edge it. O Fools, and flow of Heart 10 

lie ve all that the Prophets had ſpoken ; all 
lat themſelves had been Eye-witneſſes of, 
nd all that God could, in Wiſdom and 
ercy do, to make them ſenſible in that 
wr Day of the Things that belon7'd t5 
ei Peace, : | 


th, was How deeply, in the mean time, for 
Diſeaſes, Weir ſakes, muſt it touch the Soul ot the 
and lite Nonpaſſionate Feſus, to ſee them ſo averle 
rally I their own Happineſs, and to find that 
5 when 


N 
ſt. 
h; 
; 
4 


Joh. 1. 11. 


12 


when he came to his own, his own receiv. 
ed bim not, His own they were by the | 

eneral Right which he had to all the 
World, inſomuch as all Things were 
made by him, and without him was not | 
any thing made that was made. Hu 
own they were, as he was of the Houſe | 
and Lineage of David, and his future | 
Soveretgnty over them, was prefigur'd | 
in ſeveral of their preceding Kings. Hi: | 
own, in ſhort, by every Relation that | 
Dominion and Conſanguinity could give 

bim; every Claim that either his Di. 
vine or Humane Capacity could Entitle | 


dim to. 


Ads 3.14. 


Axyp yet, in contempt of ſuch un- 
- queſtionable Credentials, they were of 
far bereft both of Reaſon and Humanity, 


that they deny d and kill d this Prince af 
Life, and deſi d a Murderer to be grant 
ed unto them. And how exemplary did 
they ſmart under the Conſequences ot 
it? How was 


tiar Reſidence in it, ſoon after this, made 


a Deſolation, and became as memorable 


for the uncommonneſs of its Ruin, as it 
was before for its Grandure 2 Too late 


did its infatuated Inhabitants bewail that 
Fate, which they might have prevented; 


and 


Jeruſalem, which had 
been ſo ſignally honour'd by God's pet. 
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on, and ſuch an Entail of Infamy 


[ 13 ] 


and when they had refus'd a voluntary 


Repentance, they found a forc'd one un- 


available. They not felt that their raſh 
imprecation of Chriſt's Blood upon them- 
ſelves and their Children, was ſomething 
more than a meer tranſient Breath; and 
what drew after it a Curle laſting and 


Hereditary as their Guilt. 


SUEFFICIENTLY Viſible is this in that 


forlorn and deſpicable State under which 


their Deſcendents have ſuffer d ever ſince. 
Not to infiſt on their diſtreſs'd and Va- 


gabond Condition after the Deſtruction of 
their City; their ſeveral unſucceſsful At- 


tempts to re-build their Temple; their 


frequent and miſerable Slaughters under 


their falſe Meſſiah's, and their various Ex- 
pulſions out of thoſe Countries, where 


they flatter d themſelves with Settle- 


ment and Security: Not to enlarge on 
the rough Treatment they, almoſt every 
where met with after their fir# Diſperſion; 


what are they at this Day, but an hiſſing, 


a Proverb of R 


eproach, and as a People 


forſaken of God 2 Without a King to 
govern, or a Prophet to guide them; 
without a regular Sacrifice to offer, or a 
Temple to offer it in? And why ſuch a 
diſtinguiſh'd Severity upon that Generati- 
upon 
their 


Mich. 6. 
16. 


Heh. 6. 
47 5, 6. 


ſing Chriſtianity, may make themſelye 
obnoxious after their Example. Now i 


our Apoſtle and Experience told us thi 


tion, St. Paul, in the Chapter we are 


( 14 ] 
their Poſterity, but, as our Apoſtle tell 
us in the Verſe before the Text, for thei 
Unbelief? An Unbelief, that defy'd al 
Means of Conviction ; and tho' the won 
drous Works which Chriſt wrought, wer 
never ſo forcing upon their Senſes, yet al 
was ineffectual to engage their Faith 
And if God for this, thought fit not tq 
ſpare thoſe Natural Branches, it oughf 
to be conſider d. 


2dly. H ow far any Nation, profel 


might here ſeem incongruous and at 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that any who have beet 
Baptiz d into Chriſt, ſhould ever come u 
to any Degree of Compariſon or Reſem 
blance to the Jewiſh Barbarity, had nol 


it is poſſible, for ſome who have bee! 
Enlightened, and have taſted of the gon 
Word of God, to fall away, and therti 
crucify the Son of God afreſh, and put bu 
to open Shame. Agreeably to which No 


upon, induſtriouſly ſets himſelf to fore 
warn his Converts at Rome, of the Dan 
ger of ſuch a Defection, and how pro 
voking it would be to God, if the 
ſhould depart from their preſent Integr 


15 


vas their juſt Commendation that they 
17 ad ſo readily embrac'd the Chriſtian 
d 2 


eligion, and it was their Happineſs, 
Wong they had thereby ſucceeded to the 
» Wer rivileges, of which the Jets, for their 
Whſtinacy, were difinherited : But ſtill, 
ere was great Reaſon, that they ſhould 
Wot grow Vain, or indulge themſelves 
Wo much upon that fond Thought; ſince 
ey themſelves were alike liable to for- 
it all thoſe Advantages, it they ſhould 
x continue ſtedfaſt in the Belzef they had 
ofeſs'd. Thou ſtandeſt by Faith, ſays the 


Now fWoſtle to them; the plain Import of V. 20. 
wy ich muſt be, that if they ſhould 
ve beet 


woe from the Faith, they ſhould fall. 


Ir may then, I preſume, be laid down 
an Evangelical Truth, that every So- 
ly of Chriſtians ſtand upon their Beha- 
ve bet! pur, as to their continuance in God's 


25 Soi vor. And now, how are they to 

iber commend themſelves to God ? By obey- Rom. 6. i} 
95 1 Fon the Heart, that Form of Do- 7. = 
nich Ne 


me which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have | 
wer d to us * Or by a wild, phanta- it 
k Sincerity in any Perſwaſion ? If the il 


er were ſufficient, to what Purpoſe 


we art 
to fore 
the Dan 
OW pro 
if the 
ine 


$ any Standard of Duty fix d ? How 

dleſs was Chriſt's Advent, to exhibit 

elt as the Lay, the Truth, and the 
| Life ? 


Ads 8.3. 


16 
Life? Or where was the Advantage of 
being converted either from Judailm or } - 
Heatheniſm 2? JS 


WE need go no further for the Con- for 
futation of ſo abſurd a Sentiment, than Y not 
the Example and Declarations of St. Pau tell 
himſelf; ſo far was he from being inſincee Y 24 
in his Miſtake, whilſt a Jew, that be 0 
tells us, he was even zealous in perſe-. Chi 
cuting and making Havock of the Church, be, 
And this exceſſive Sincerity of his carried} in 
him to ſuch a Degree of warmth, that of 


he drag'd into Priſon both Men and Wo An 

men. SF pec 

2 nifi 

Ir might be expected, according to we 

the modern Way of reaſoning, that tie !s | 
Apoſtle, wou'd, when he became | Chi 
Chriſtian, have juſtify'4 his Proceedings his 

in that Regard. He does, tis true, o. rud 

fer this in abatement of his Crime, that the 

he verily thought, that he ought to do nan we 
Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 0 they 
Nazareth: But wou'd this have rendet- 45 t 

ed him guiltleſs, he wou'd not have 

: Tim. 1 given himſelf ſo many harſh Charater d 
13. for what he had done, nor been e the 
tranſported, that he had obtained Mer Orc 
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AN p how wretched a State the Gen- 
tiles were in, (notwithſtanding they might 
be as earneſt in their Error, as tis poſlible 
for others to be) the ſame St. Paul does 
not diſſemble to the Epheſians, when he 
tells them, that they had, in Time paſt 
walk'd according to the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, that they were, by Nature, the Eph. 2. 2, 
Children of Wrath, and that, in that State 3, 12. 
they had no Hope, and were without God 
in the World. A Melancholy View this, 
of the Worſhippers of the Great Diana 


| And, that their Misfortune, in thoſe Re- 
pects, was not ſingular, he ſufficiently ſig- 


nifies to them, when he adds, that they _ 
were but even as others. As the Devil v. 3: 


is laid to be the God of this World, the 2 Co. 4.4. 


Children of this World were naturally 

his Votaries; and no Wonder that the 

ruder and more uncultivated amongſt 

them were led Captive at his Will; when 

we find the polite and celebrated A- 5 
thens, as remarkable for their Polytheiſm 5s 1. 17. 
as their Learning. 


No v it cannot be pretended that-- 
they had not made ſufficient Enquiry, in 
Order to a due Informaion, fince they 
had almoſt run through the whole ranbeo- 


D 


1 81 


and leſt they ſhou'd fall ſhort, had been 


ſo Cautious as to inſcribe an Altar to 


o 
- 


the unknown God. Very great, undoubt-3 
edly, was their unhappineſs, that they 
cou'd not, with all their Endeavour find 


*till the Apoſtle came and declared him 


unto them. And, if with ſome Inter- 
preters, we underſtand the Word be- 


Rome 1. 
18. 


ger upon thoſe Times, their Caſe was 


f God is revealed from Heaven again 


ed Seats of Philoſophy and Eloquence 


ing him good Service. But, ſhou'd we ad 


ed ay of God's looking down with An. 


yet more deplorable. And, indeed, it] 
cannot be deny'd that our Apoſtle gives 
ſufficient Countenance to this Conſtructi- 
on, when he tells us, (with Reference 
to Genitles, that were apparently as 12+ 
norant as theſe Athenians) that the Wrath 


all, ungodlineſs: Thus the two renown- 


ſeem. to lye under the ſame Cenſure 
and to have kindled God's diſpleaſure 
even whilſt they thought they were do; 


mit, that according to our preſent Tran: 
lation, God had, 'till then winked at the 
Faults of the former of theſe; the ut 
moſt that this can imply, can only be 
that there was ſuch Apology for the Ido 
latry and Superſtition which they had 
committed under this want of Know 


lech 


him, whom they had ſo long felt aſter, 
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en | | ledge as might greatly extenuate their 


o Þ Guilt ; but ſtill this is very far from 
bt - Neutitling them to any Degree of God's 
ney ¶ Favour. 6 

ind e 

ter, Y AND if the Sicerity of thoſe who 
himY|bour'd under ſo pitiable an incapacity of 
ter-Minowing God's Will ſtood ſo much in 
un- need of Pardon, it muſt be a ſtrange. 


AnYſurance to warrant it's Acceptance in a 
was ae Perſuaſion, where the Truth offers 
d, it} 
gives 
ucti- 
rencel 
S 184 
Vat) 
gainſt 
10WIt- 
quence 
nlure; 
eaſure 
re d0- 


dere to expert were guilty of) it muſt 
e ſurprising Divinity to call ſuch a La- 
tude, a Virtue, under the Chriſtian In- 


ence of Chriſt. Briefly, we have long 
ice been told by a Preacher, whole 
uthority is indiſputable, that there is 


bath; and if fo, nothing, 1 prefume, 
ta Counter-Revelation can authorize 
ey had) other Preacher to promile every 
T funcere 


tſelf ſo familiarly to our View, and Vi- Prov. 1. 
n uttereth her Voice in the Streets, If © 
be doing what Was right in their own Deut. 18. 
Jes, was what God by Myſes parti- 8. 
ularly caution' d the Jews againſt (this 
ing the Crime, which the Nations they 
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itution, where we are required to bring 2 Cor. 10. 
to Captivity every Thought to the Obe- 35. 


Way which ſeemeth right to a Man, pr. 
| 1 « ths 
t the End thereof are the Ways of 4 


o 


J ude. 4. 


Deut.7.5. 


Eph.2.12, Strangers and Aliens from the Comm 
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ſincere Man, Salvation in his own H wea 


Way. q Priv 
| Per. 
As therefore, every, once Heathen} 
Nation, has a moſt laſting Obligation to N 
bleſs God for calling them out of Darkne(sY text 
into Light, and committing to theme fe 
thoſe lively Oracles of the Goſpel ferns 
which the Jeros rejected, and ſo great And 
a Part of the Gentile World is ſt!!! des the 1 
priv'd of, ſo it muſt highly concern all othei 
that are happy in this Vouchſafementg Arti, 
not to turn this Grace of God into La © th 
civiouſneſs, We need not be told, tha: tra: 
all fuch Inſtances of divine Goodneſs ar of tt 
conditional as**their Continuance, anis un 
that Communities, as well as particulM and I 
Perſons, are under Probation. TheW wir, 
cannot, I conceive, be any Motive aflign M their 
why the Almighty ſhou'd ſoner or 1 anfwe 
ther make known the Miſtery of his WW lf; 
to one Pagan Country than anoth might 
but the ſame that Moſes mentions, wil on, hi 
God eſpous d the Jews before all Mnthir 
ther People, even becauſe he lov'd th the þ 
and becauſe he wou'd have Mercy NCbriſt 
whom he won d have Mercy. For qq be a 
Purpoſe then, as that ſelect, and of the 
beloved Seed had been diſcarded t the 
their Infidelity ; fo when thoſe who w that a 


wel 
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own wealth of Iſrael, had ſucceded to their 
I friviledges, they lay under the ſame 
Peril of Misbehaviour. 
alben 
on to 
rkne(s] 
them 
olpely 
great 


ill de 


Now we lee, St. Paul in the Con- 
text, puts the Iſſues of his Roman's ſtanding 


ſerwirrg in, or apoſtatizing from the Faith. 
And the ſame Spirit we find, run through 
the whole courſe of his Epiſtles to his 
other Converts. This is the general 


n all 

ment Article of his Commendation or Reproof 

o Lao them. With ſome, he ſeems to be in 

1, th: tranſport of Pleaſure, when he heard 
eſs aM of their feady Faith. With others, he Eph: 1. 
„ anWis under an equal Degree of Concern 75: 
ticulM and Diſſatisfaction, asking them who had 


Theiß bewitch' d them to err from it? Thus did Gal. 3. 1 | 
fon their Piety riſe or fk in his Approbation 
i uſwerably to the Meaſures of their Be- 
his WW ef; and whatever good Works they 


might otherwiſe Value themſelves up- 

on, he rejects as wijuſtifying; allowing 

nothing to be acceptable to God, but 

the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith in Rom. 3. 

Chriſt Jeſus; it ought then, I infer, to?? 

be a ſufficient Inſtruction to any Branch 

of the Chriſtian Church, that, accord 

to their Faith it will be unto them And, 

that a growing Defection from it, may, 
| f oe 
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or falling in God's eſteem, upon their pre- 9<7/ev2 7. 
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in Time, provoke the Almighty not to butes 


J Creat 


ſpare them. 


Ix what manner Heaven may 


trous Nation. And thus the Aſiaticb 


and African Churches were over-run with Make 
Herefies, and had egregiouſly corrupted M(;,... 
the Faith, before they were ſubdu'd by 
We have the Teſtimony off 
Revelation itſelf, what Complaints God M E: 
had againſt ſix of the Famous ſeven] 
Churches, both as to Doctrine and Pra- 
Rice; and of his Threatning to remove] 
their Candleſtick ſo long before he did it. 
And Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory informs us, 
how far the other Eaſtern Churches were 
infected with Arianiſin, before they be- 
came a Prey to Mahometamſm. And} 
how could they but acknowledge that] 
God was Juſt in this bis Judgment, the 


| Inſide li 0 


World, to whom belong all the 


cha. 


ſtize Offences of this kind, would be too "0 
bold to pretend to determine. It has 6 5 
long ſince been obſerv'd by the Wiſeman,? 5 N 
that wherewithal a Man ſinnetb, there. 


Wit h ſhall he be puniſh'd. Thus, when gi 
the Iſraelites laps d into Idolatry, they Niethe 
ſoon became Captives to ſome Idola- 
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erate 


Creed of the Conquer being,fo wel 


ſuited to that of the Conqueror: Both 
alike bringing down the Saviour of tie 
Attri-J 
butes| 


Mnve 
les « 
anding 

Se O 


E 


to butes of Divinity, into the Claſs of meer 


Creatures. 


ha. 1s we call back our Thoughts to the 
too N preſent State of the ſeveral Churches to 
has which St. Paul wrote his Epiſtles : The 
l, NCalatiant, whom he ſo ſeverely repre- 
ene. bende, for fo ſoon departing from the 
hen faith, have, long ſince, ſhar'd the Fate 
hey Hor the other, that were Guilty of the like 


lola- a thoſtacy.. The Corinthians "> Epheſians, 
5 Phiſippians and Theſſalonians, (which now 
Wich, 


t Hnake ſo conſiderable a Part of the Greek 
pred Church) though they are not without 
d bY Wheir Errors in other Inſtances of leſs Im- 
y Ofertance, undoubtedly owe their pre- 
God ent Exiſtence as a Chriſtian Church, to 
(eve) Meir Qill retaining the Fundamentals. 
Pra- Und when we return to the Romant, to 
moVeWihoſe Fore- Fathers, our Apoſtle ſo ear- 
lid I Weltly directs the Caution in the Text, 
S us, o their Innovations in Faith, and De- 
Were Favity in Practice are too flagrant to be 
y be-Winceal'd, and too ſcandalous to be ju- 
And id, yet, as they have not, hitherto, 
e thut Aerated the Arian Blaſphemy amongſt 
r, the em, Heaven ſeems more patiently to 
> wellEfimive at their other Impoſtures and A- 
Bub tes of Religion. Greatly, notwith- 
of tle ding, is it incumbent upon them to 
Attri-J 
butes 


Skirts, 


ge out that Filthineſs which is in their Lam. 1. 9. 


24 


Skirts, leſt our Apoſtle's Threat be ve. 

rify'd upon this Generation, and they, in Y 
their Turn, become a Sacrifice to the N in. 
mvading Ottomans. J or \ 


Fox, however vainly they may flat- kno 
ter themſelves, that they ſhall zever be no 
Pf. 30.6. remov'd, God having made their Hill ſo Th. 
ſtrong, their pious Forgeries can be no ben 
good Ground of their Stability, God be- Pro 
ing no more pleas'd with Mens invent- grit 


ing and believing Falſhoods, than thei ſtiar 
disbelieving the Truth. Or, how confi on 
dently ſoever they, or any other, may ap All 
propriate to themſelves that Promiſe o fal 

Es Chriſt to St. Peter, that the Gates of Heli de: 
at 1% (or Hades) ſhall not prevail againſt hi we. 
Church. Yet, that the Rock it was to but 
be built upon, was not that Apoſtle of © 
Perſon, but his Confeſſion of our Sit de 
viour's Godhead, ſeems evident from th feſſo 

whole tenor of the Narrative. Thi or a1 
Diſciple had there, upon a Demand w. Prot 

Chriſt was, readily acknowledg d him 1 f4in! 
V. 1, 16. be the Son of the living God, Pleas % tr 
with this Anſver, our Saviour Pronouſi Goff 

ces him, Bleſſed, and adds, That FA G 

and Blood had not reveal'd this unto bin Pim! 

but his Father which is in Heaven. or © 


- = No 


Ve | 


V. in 
the 


flat 
Yer he 
il I 0! | 
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d be- 
went 
_ thei 
confi 
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No w, needed there any ſuch extraor- 
dinary Notification of this from Heaven, 
or would it have been ſo great an Ad- 
vantage to any one, to have it made 
known to him, if the Son of God were 
no more than the mere Sen of Man? 
The plain and natural Deduction from 
hence then, is, that as the Belief and 
Profeſſion of Chriſt's Divinity, is one 
grand and eſſential Article of true Chri- 
ſtianity, ſo it is the chief Condition up- 
on which he has given his Church any 
Aſſurance, that the Powers of Darkneſs 


all not prevail againſt it. 


Various be- 


ſides are the Myſteries of Faith, which . Zo 
we muſt aſſent to, if we would beſav'd, 


but this ſeems to be ſo eminent a Teſt 


of Genuin Diſcipleſhip, that without it, 

it does not appear that any Body of Pro- 
teflors can promiſe themſelves Security, 
or are any way entitled to our Saviour s 
Protection. For though Chriſt will cer- 
tainly have, always a Church, or Society 

of true Believers upon the Earth, till the 
Goſpel ſhall have been offer'd to all the 
Gentile-World, yet has he not oblig'd 
bimſelf to confine this to any Kingdom 
or Country, but to eſtabliſh it in that 
areſt to the origi- 
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nal Model and Purity, and brings forth 


the beſt Fruits. 


zaly and Laſth, THE N, as the Church | 
of England, ſince the Reformation, has, 
both for purity. of Faith and Doctrine, 
the faireft Claim to that Character, it 
nearly concerns her to take Care not to 
forfeit it, and therewith the divine Fa- 
vour. Very early did this Iſland receive 
the glad Tidings of Salvation, which are 


ſtill hid from other Regions, that equal- 


ly wanted them. And various are the 


Deliverances which we commemorate, 


from the Enemies of our Sion on cach 


hand. Thus has God fenced his Vineyard 
on every fide: And what could he do 
mere, Which he has not done in it ? But 


if that pernicious Weed, call'd Arianiſm, 


thould ſpread and flouriſh in it, what 
could all its other Adverſaries do worſe 


to it? For how can Chriſt ſo cordially 


affect that Spouſe, who has thoſe in her 
Boſom, who rob him of his Attributes? 


Ir was, we read, a memorable Charge 


againſt the Church of Pergamos, that they 


had there thoſe that held the Doctrine ul 
The F 


Balaam nd of the Nicolaitans. 
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Church itſelt had before, an honourable 
Teſtimony, that it had not dem d the ve. 13. 
Fajth, even when it had been Capital 
to confeſs it : But now they are com- 
manded to Repent upon pain of Exciſion, Ver 16. 
only for ſuffering ſuch Errors among them. 
How far this contributed to their future 
Overthrow, cannot be diſcover d. Their 


Fall, notwithſtanding, is Notorious, tho 


neither of the Crimes laid againſt them, 
comes up to the Jmpiety of denying the 

Lord that bought them. Humbly we truſt, 

that, for his Truth's ſake, and for the 

ſake of thoſe who have not left their firſt yer. 4, 
Love, God will not give his Heritage, 

our Church, to the like Reproach ; but 

if that Hereſy, which is ſo ommouſly pre- 
valent, ſhould become more Popular, 

we may, not without Cauſe, Fear, that 


Ja Deity thus affronted, will ſome other 


way, make us know and ſee that is unn 
evil Thing, and bitter, that we ha de thus ſer. 2. 19. 
forſaken him. „ 


Ir has been the Wiſdom and Piety 
of our Defender of the Faith, to order a 


General Thankſgiving to God for put. 
ting a ſtop to the late raging Peſtilence that 
threatned this Kingdom. And very un- 

deſerving of the Mercy muſt thoſe 5 

3 WO 
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Luke 12. 


remptory Declaration that by Fail! 


who did not, from their Hearts, ac. 


with Agag, flatter ourlelves that the Bis. ] 
Terneſs of Death is paſt; or, with the 


Lex us take Heed then, that there 


jeſſion of it without wavering. To be 


1-20-]-. 


knowledge the divine Goodnels in to re-| 
markeably ſparing us. But if we ſhall, | 


wicked Servants in the Parable, ſay wit}. 
in ourſelves, the Lord deliyeth his coming ;| 
and thereupon begin to eat and drink, and 
do Violence 10 our Brethcren, we can have 


no Aſſurance, but the Lord may come xoſ: 


at a Time when we are not aware, audi © 
cut us aſunder, and appoint us our Porte | 
tion with the unbelievers, Mm 


be not in any of us, ſuch an Heart 
of unbelizf, We have St. Pauls pe4 


we ſtand ; tis therefore of the utmoli 
Moment to us, that we Hold faſt the Pro 


ſafe, Þ the univerſal Aim and Inclina- 
tion of Mankind: It muſt then be mord{ſÞot th 
unaccountable than any thing, the Dei de 
complain of in Scripture, why the) 
thoud quit the ſure Ground of Divine 
Revelation, and, Hazard all upon the 
floating and ſlippery Bottom of Hz 


Nun 


ditto? 
man Reaſon; or; in plain Langage, whato | 
Advantage can they propoſe by relap/nſtting 
into Heatheniſm ? So far are thoſe Dy 2 DL 
1 „„ TD 
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3, Ace] 
ſo re- Nav, that, whilſt they reject that 
{hall Which has the Stamp of Inſpiration, and 
e Bil- ul the Characters of Truth, upon it, 
th the 
Y 21h. 
onng ;þ 
Wand! 
in have 
come] 


f the Devil, and to believe a he. Thus 11. 
hoſe, who have been ſo forward towards 
liſcarding all Myftertes from Religion 
have generally given Birth to ſome 
oſs Abſurdity ; and thus they who de- 
e, andy our Saviour a proper Diwinity, have 
Pie unlucky Fate, (which they wou d 
Wm of all Things, moſt averſe to,) 
e dropping into [dolatry. ER 
there 1 1 4 
Heart B v r, as we have not fo learn d Chriſt, 
s pe iet us not regard thoſe wandering. Me- 
Faulen, who give a falſe Light to others, 
utmoliFnd are themſelves never fd in any 
% Profiling Principle. Let us not ſuffer our- 
To befklives to be unſettled in our Creed, nor 
nclina to be led away by the canning Craft 
e merq ot thoſe ſeducing Spirits who he in wait 
> Deiſ/Mio decerve. Let us continue firm to the 
y thneyWArticles of our Baptiſmal Engagement, 
DivnWleſt we be at laſt found to be of the 
on the 
of BY 


e, what 


lion. Let us not eſteem a right Faith 39. 
to be ſo indifferent or unneceſſary a 


elapſnWiting as fome wou'd repreſent it; but 
e Di Duty, upon which (if we add to it 


al the 


4 


nts from being Gainers by their Increglulxt 


they, lay themſelves open to the delilſion 2 Theft. 2. 
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Works) not only the Salvation G tt 
Souls hereafter,” but the Safety and Wa 30 


fare of our Church and Religion here, R 


do, in the higheſt meaſure, depend. 

Let our Piety herein be regular Ky 4 = 
feigned ; and thus, it will deſerve the 
Character of a Godly Sincerity, and * 
ſuch, be well-pleaſing in his ſight. "4 


In ſumm, let us all, by an Unity 
of Faith, and Uniformity of f ſpiß Ber. 
vour ſo to approve ourſelves to Chriſ 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, that 
he may at laſt confer upon us that 
Crown of Life, which he hath promis d 
to thoſe that are faithful to the End. 
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